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Strategically situated between Castilla (Castile), Andalucia
(Andalusia) and the lands of Spain’s southeast and Levante,
Albacete offers a curious variety of scenery, people and
customs, Arriving in this part of the countiry is like entering a
world of wide open spaces and rugged peaks. The pinewoods
and rivers with the open farmland are a live expression of
the beauty of nature. In this countryside, the birds, light, the
roads and the naked rocks are full of life and significance.
In one's mind looms the silent spectre of Don Quixote, alert
and watchful among the furrows.

the plains

Arrival in Albacete from Madrid means passing through a
countryside of ruddy soil, vineyards and fields of wheat,
scattered with the lighter golden shades of the threshing
floors. Roads become lost in the distance, more often than
nof leading to the townships that squat in the plain with their
whitewashed walls standing out in stark relief. Townships
with high bell-gables and rough cobbled streets off which
there are wide gateways leading into the corrals. There, one
can see the farm wagons, the shafts of the carts, the stables
housing the teams of mules and the barns. Over the hilltops
and fallow lands a bevy of partridges is liable to break
cover at any moment, for game-fowl are one of the leading
aftractions in these parts. Amid the fields rise «majanos»,
small hillocks of boulders that stand out with their unusual
forms, blending strangely with the evergreen oaks. To this
scene scented with thyme and sage beneath a pale blue sky
the hidalgo Don Quixote rode with his dreams, breathing the
pungent air and basking in the atmosphere of the plains, the
sun and the far horizon.
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