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albacete, an open city 

No name could be more appropriate than «AL-BASITI» (THE 
PLAIN), given to this part of Spain by the Moors. The city of 
Albacete, one of the capitals of the region known as «La 
Mancha», spreads out in an urban prospect of wide open 
streets, for the most part flat and straight. On any corner, in 
any square, one captures once again that feeling of a for 
horizon that is so much a part of life in La Mancha, and that 
seems to be in all parts. It is a peaceful sensation. Albacete 
seems immersed in light which achieves its moment of greatest, 
splendour in the late afternoon or evening, when the hunter 
returns home with the game he has shot, when conversation 
becomes more cordial and relaxed, that uncertain moment 
when the day draws to a close. 

The city has a population of 75,000 and stands at 679 metres 
above sea level, at a distance of 245 kms. from Madrid, 168 
from Alicante and 144 from Murcia. 

a dream of stone and lime: the towns 

A foctor of sleepiness· or live lime seems to have marked the 
towns, great and small, in this large province. Once again, 
the situation of each in the plains or in upland districts condi
tions the character of these communities. Nestling in the 
mountains, Alcaraz gives an unforgettable impression with 
its air of nobility, its golden h:1minous Plaza Mayor (a national 
monument), its steeply sloping streets, the coats-of-arms on 
the stone fm;:ades, the beauty of the church of La Trinidad 
with its gothic doorway, the Tard6n Tower and the Aduana 
Gate. Close by is Rio par, at the source of the· River Mundo, 
a spot of great enchantment with its waterfolls among the 
sheer rock. And Molini<:os, Ayna and Yeste in wild, pictures
que luxuriant country. The sheer beauty of the surroundings 
makes a visit to these little towns well worth-while. 
On the road from Madrid to Cartagena, La Roda is an inte
resting spot that invites the traveller to call a halt and enjoy 
a good lunch at any of its renowned restaurants serving 
traditional «manchego» fore. Fourteen kilometres forther on 
lies Chinchilla de Monte Aragon, seat of the old marquisate 
of Villena, with the gothic church of El Salvador and that of 
Santo Domingo, a masterpiece of Mozarabic style; the castle 
of the Marquis of Villena is an important sight. Another town 
with a historic castle is Almansa, on the border of the pro
vince of Valencia, with vestiges of gothic and baroque. 
Nearby is the little town of Alpera where can be admired 
the cave paintings of La Cueva de la Viejo. In the transition 
area towards the Murcian border lying to the southeast, sixty 
kilometres from Albacete is the town of Hellfn, an example 
of the blending of two forms or characters, La Mancha and 

tHellln are famous 
Biblioteca Virtual de Castilla-La Mancha. Libros, 1960 - Albacete, Spain 


